
During the one year I spent in New York
City as a freshman in college, I visited
as many art museums as I could. But I

needn’t have gone far to observe such visual
aesthetics. Artists sold their works in the
parks, architecture surrounded me and art
existed in many of the small details of my life.

Years later, the path to both the fine arts
and the hidden arts are still waiting just out-
side my front door (and inside – I have my
own set of paints left over from high
school). While the towns of Tuolumne
County are much smaller than New York
City, they offer many opportunities to inter-
act with artists and, according to photogra-
pher Dianne Shannon, a constant need for
the arts exists no matter where you live.

“I can never adequately express the value of
art to our society,” said Shannon, who will
display her and husband Dave’s photography
at the annual Sonora Art Trails this weekend.
“It gives voice to who we are, images of what
we want to be and see. Everywhere you look
there is art – architecture, memorials, film,
dance, even TV. Art even stimulates learning
in children; actually helps enable them to
learn math and critical thinking, making it
possible to make those intuitive leaps that are
the hallmark of American ingenuity.”

Patricia Cherry, who founded the Sonora
Art Trails event with friend Kathleen Imlach,

agreed, stating that no society develops into
greatness without expressions of art.

“From the earliest days when cave men drew
on cave walls, humankind has had a deep
abiding need to express itself through art,”
Cherry said. “Poetry, music, theater, dance,
visual arts, literature, these are the things peo-
ple crave in order to live a rich life. We have
beauty and much poverty, but without art we
have poverty of spirit, and that is lethal.
Tuolumne County has a rich and diverse abun-
dance of artists and art lovers. On any given
day there is art to partake or participate in.”

Cherry will present her paintings this week-
end in association with the Central Sierra Arts
Council and the Sonora Arts Trail. On
Saturday and Sunday, various artists in the
Sonora area will share and discuss their work
with visitors to their studios. Maps of partici-
pating studios are available at the CSAC
office, the Tuolumne County Visitor’s Bureau
and online at centralsierraarts.org.

“We are giving the public a unique opportu-

“It just makes me want to run away with my
girlfriend.” (Again, I’m making a presump-
tion as to rb5500’s gender.) Alas, the song –
about a couple setting onto that path of rose
petals with only their love to guide them –
might make anyone want to curl up with their
special someone for at least four minutes,
probably much more.

I am the first to admit that there is hardly a
bit of “country music” in my personal col-
lection. The overproduced pop-country
sound that overtook the charts ages ago left
me wanting a more bluegrassy sound gener-
ated by more talented players, not people
who merely looked great in cowboy hats.
But I really do enjoy Smith’s singing. “All in
My Head” longs for that beautiful girl spot-
ted in the city, and if it’s him on the electric
guitar on this track, he’s no slouch on the
frets. “It’s a Party” features a guy seeking an
evening of fun who asks his girlfriend to set
to work because she’s the “best cell-phone
promoter” to get something happening. It’s
the thoroughly modern take on things that I
find refreshing; there are no pickups or long-
ago jail cells to be heard.

There’s a lot more going on at Frogtown this
week and we can thank those hard-working
folks at the fairgrounds for putting together
another fine lineup of family-friendly enter-
tainment and fun. Not a day goes by that
there’s nothing exciting to do from Thursday

through Sunday and there are more entertain-
ments scattered throughout the schedule for
even a champion jumping frog to get to. The
best part is that all of that entertainment –
even Smith’s show on Saturday – is included
with fair admission.

Happy hopping!

Contact Mike Taylor at mtaylor@sier-
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nity to see these talented people in
their studios and become a little
more educated on the creative
processes artists go through for their
work,” said Judy Stoltenberg, organ-
izer for this year’s tour. “It is amaz-
ing to see creative people at work!”

Corey West said the event acts
as an excuse to have lunch with
friends and tour several studios in
one day. He will display his

watercolor paintings and mixed
abstract works for the event.

“I think that art brings people
together and develops lifelong con-
nections with people that we would
not otherwise know,” he said.

According to Cherry, the art trails
event is a self-guided, open studio
tour designed to get art patrons off
of the main roads and into the beau-
tiful parts of Tuolumne County.

“Art enriches our lives in so many
ways and people love to see where
the artist creates his/her work,”

Cherry said. “To me, personally, it
means meeting folks who are inter-
ested in art, to share what my vision
is and to learn about what art lovers
are interested in. It is impossible to
do your art in a vacuum. An artist
wants exposure to art lovers. It is
good for the public, good for the
county and good for the artists.”

Send your Tuolumne County
events to Harmony Wheeler at
hwheeler@sierralodestar.com and
mtaylor@sierralodestar.com.

Sonora Art
Trails

WHEN: 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. Saturday and 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday

WHERE: Artists�’ stu-
dios in Tuolumne
County

COST: Free

MORE INFO:
centralsierraarts.org
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Dave Bonnot shoots out in the field.
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Calling all chocoholics

The tradition continues in
Oakdale this third
weekend in May, when

many thousands of Central
Californians throng to our little
community for two days of
fabulous fun, food, entertain-
ment and, of course, chocolate.
We’re celebrating the 20th
annual Oakdale Chocolate
Festival, presented by the Oakdale
Chamber of Commerce.

Though the company left Oakdale
several years ago, the Hershey Co.
was probably the impetus for the
formation of this annual festival in
Oakdale. And while many people in
the community connected the event
with Hershey and the company par-
ticipated, it is an Oakdale Chamber
production that gives local and out-
of-area business owners and area

service organizations a good oppor-
tunity to earn.

Over the years, different themes
have been associated with the
event, such as “For the Love of
Chocolate,” “Cruzin’ for Choco-
late,” “A Sea of Chocolate” and
“Lights, Camera, Chocolate!” In
2008, with a nod to Oakdale’s
western and cowboy heritage, the
theme established permanence

Melinda Owen

Oakdale
Roundup
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