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welcomes children to seek their fortunes at
10:30 a.m. at Hobbs Field. The field has a
wonderful view of the town and its large
playfield ably accommodates young
prospectors searching for their eggs.
I stand and cheer for the members of the
Moke Hill Lions for their continuing this frivolous bit of family friendly fun. I’ve covered
this event many times and that lineup of tots
with baskets at the ready is pure spring joy to
see. The club’s fundraisers conducted
throughout the year help its members to stage
a completely free event like this one and I
can’t say enough about the positives at play
here. Congratulations, Lions.
Also, however, congratulations to the
Copper Cove Homeowners Association,
which stages the largest egg hunt I’ve seen
in these parts. The bunny hops into Black
Creek Park at 10 a.m. and an army of
youngsters hunts for eggs filled with treats
and prizes. Bring your own basket to col-

Easter Egg Hunt
WHEN: 10:30 a.m. Saturday
WHERE: Hobbs Field, off
Lafayette Street (off Highway
26), Mokelumne Hill
COST : Free
MORE INFO : Dan Hendricks
at 405-1563
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And they’re off and running at Black Creek Park, where Copper-area kids hunt eggs on Saturday.

lect your goodies, kids!
The association has presented this hunt for
many years and it has grown to attract wouldbe egg locators from all over town. The prizes
include lots of that sweet cocoa, too; chocolate

Pops Concert
WHEN: 12:30 p.m. Saturday, April 14
WHERE: Ironstone Vineyards, 1894 Six Mile Road outside
Murphys
TICKETS: $39 at 728-1251

bunnies line up on the awards table in anticipation of the outcome.
Here, I must congratulate a tremendously
supportive community, one that contributes
stuffed animals and heaps of Easter goodies so
that the hunters leave with a hearty sugar buzz.
(As a special note to the folks up
Highway 4, I was alerted last week to the
fact that the Cedar Center hunt will not
happen this year in Arnold.)
If you’re hunting for a good time that’s a
bit more mellow, the Easter Bunny might
kick up his heels at Ironstone Vineyards at
12:30 p.m. Saturday, April 14 for a Pops
Concert. Celebrate filing your taxes with a
concert performed exclusively on the

2 LOCATIONS AND 10 AGENTS TO SERVE YOU!

Alhambra Theatre pipe organ by Brett
Valliant (no word on whether he’s really a
prince, but I hear he’s a king on the organ).
He was a featured soloist at the American
Theatre Organ Society’s convention in 2011
and will play popular tunes from many eras.
Jazz standards, show tunes and lighter classics are also on the bill after a buffet lunch.
Tickets are $39 each at 728-1251.
From dashing young people hunting hither
and yon to a daring dude playing a massive
theater organ, it’s a hoppin’ good time in the
foothills this spring.
Reach Mike Taylor at mtaylor@sierralodestar.com.

Teen issues come
clear at World Cafe

C

ell phones. Great little distractions, aren’t
they? So much so
that we have laws to keep us
from becoming distracted
drivers with mobile communication devices as we navigate the roads we drive daily.
That’s not necessarily the
kind of distracted driving
that the youth of Tuolumne
County will gather to discuss on
April 17, but it still qualifies as
an important issue. And there
will always be a need for people
who (sadly, unlike me, cough,
cough) understand, care about
and are willing to extensively
discuss and become involved in
the politics and issues of the
world, both large and small.
Don’t get me wrong; I certainly
take an interest in certain issues
and I have beliefs and values I
stand for, I’ve just never been one
for politics that go straight over my
head. Nor have I ever had to experience the pressures of drugs, alcohol or distracted driving (aside
from the lure of my new smart-
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phone). And – pouring out a small
piece of my heart here – as much
as I’ve wanted to care about certain
things, I’ve always had a hard time
getting emotional or feeling like I
truly care about some issues at all.
So, it’s reassuring to know that the
younger generation will meet soon
to discuss issues I can’t fully participate in, and to know that
they’re willing to educate the community about those issues.
While Friday Night Live deals
mainly with teens and the pressures they face, the organization
plays a crucial role in our future.
After all, the youth of today determine much of the future of tomorrow, and drinking, smoking and
Continued on next page
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taking drugs don’t affect the person involved in them alone.
Friday Night Live is a statewide,
youth-centered effort that builds up
teenage action groups. Most counties in California have Friday Night
Live programs, whether through
Behavioral Health, the Department
of Education or area action agencies
such as here in Tuolumne and
Amador counties. The program
began in 1984 to address underage
drinking, but has since evolved to
include prevention programs and
awareness about suicide, prescription drug addiction, distracted driving, gambling, healthy relationships
and illicit drugs.
The organization holds many
events to facilitate discussions,
encourage action and cause change.
This month, the organization invites
both youth and adults to its annual
World Cafe on April 17.
According to Emily Turner, the
coordinator for Tuolumne County’s
Friday Night Live, around 60 to 80
people between ages 10 and 80
attend each year to discuss topics
like prescription drug abuse, violence, unhealthy relationships and,

World Café
WHEN: 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, April 17
WHERE: Sonora Elks
Lodge, 100 Elk Drive,
Sonora
COST: Free
MORE INFO: 5331397 ext. 271 or 221

this year, distracted driving and
underage alcohol use and access.
Among the many attendees is
Mallay Crownover.
“World Cafe is an amazing event
to be a part of,” Crownover said.
“Hosting it (as an FNL youth) has
been wonderful, seeing everyone
come together and finally addressing the issues within our community
and giving youth a chance to be
heard. It’s great because the adults
were actually willing to listen!”
Case in point: Turner said that
District 1 Supervisor Liz Bass began
the Tuolumne Youth Commission in
2009 after attending the first World
Café held here.
“The World Cafe was initiated into
Friday Night Live in 2009 as a
response to the problem of underage
alcohol use and access,” Turner
said. “This event was an initiative
proposed by the Friday Night Live
youth who participated in the
Committed
Campaign.
The
Committed Campaign is a local and
statewide campaign to reduce the
access of alcohol to minors.”
Students and adults who participate in the group work to educate
parents and guardians about the
issues and to provide teenagers
with safe places to get away from
various pressures.
“The purpose of the World Cafe is
to bring youth and adults together to
not only address current issues that
teens are facing today,” Turner said,
“but also to come up with resolutions and offer the young people an
opportunity to be heard.”
For more information on World
Cafe and other FNL programs, call
533-1397 ext. 271 or 221.

Here’s a steep hike that’s worth the walk

H

eading north from the town
of Columbia, one quickly
crosses the Calaveras
County line via the Parrotts Ferry
Bridge. I’ve driven this section of
road countless times, yet each time I
pass over the bridge, I’ve been fascinated by a remarkably steep hillside
on the eastern edge of the road. The
hill – or mountain, really – strikes
drastically from the northern shore
of New Melones Reservoir, then
climbs quickly through exposed
granite boulders, dense chaparral
and wildflowers to gain a summit
capped by an ancient lava flow.
Last year I traversed the lowest
portion of this ridge on a mountain
bike to check out the popular
Mineshaft Trail: A mountain biker’s
dream consisting of steep and complex downhill terrain sprinkled with
various obstacles. But, I’m a horrible mountain biker, so the most
memorable portion of that day
involved sitting on my bum, snapping photographs and video of some
truly talented riders.
Two weeks ago a much-needed
series of storms blew through the
Mother Lode. This system brought
a welcome helping of rain to the
lower elevations and some snow-

pack to the high peaks.
Additionally, it reminded most of
us that our endless fall was soon
to turn to spring and then quickly
again to summer. During a break
from the storm, and after gaining some valuable information
about this Parrotts Ferry hiking
trail from a friend, I decided to
head out to the aforementioned
hillside to see if I could find my
way to its flat-topped summit.

I was quickly surprised by three
elements of the hike: First, the trailContinued on next page
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The view from the Hutchinson Trail is stunning, with wildflowers, New Melones Reservoir and the Parrotts Ferry Bridge vying for attention.

Send your Tuolumne County
events to Harmony Wheeler at
hwheeler@sierralodestar.com and
mtaylor@sierralodestar.com.
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Teens gather April 17 in Sonora to mull the issues in their lives at World Café.
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